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Carsey Launches Summer Engagement Lab

In May, NH Listens' Carrie Portrie and the NH Listens team launched Carsey's Summer Engagement
Lab, a hands-on course for developing public engagement skills. The course's blend of in-person
and online learning offers, as one enrolled educator stated, "the best of both worlds."

In this session, enrollees visited Portland, Maine (City Sustainability Office), Portsmouth (Black
Heritage Trail, GoodWork, NH Outright, Youth Success Project), Nashua (Public Health, Aldermanic
Chamber, Public Library director, Soel Sistas), and Wolfeboro (Makers Mill). Across sites, students
witnessed engagement through mini-grants, shared meals, storytelling, and formal decisions.

Thank you to the UNH Graduate School, NH Sea Grant, and College of Professional Studies who
helped Carsey gather student participants and launch this pilot course. Learn more about the Lab.

Carsey Attends NEMS Network Summer Meeting

In June, Carsey's Stephen Bird, Carrie Portrie, and Jo Field attended the New England Municipal

Sustainability (NEMS) Network Summer Meeting 2026 in Providence, Rhode Island. They were
joined by Carsey Fellow Dovev Levine, UNH's assistant vice provost for outreach and engagement,
who has helped steward the Network over the past decade. Over two days, attendees connected
with municipal staff, urban planners, and community partners to learn about innovative climate
resilience and environmental justice work happening across the region. Highlights included:
e Atour of Providence's Riverwalk Project, which is incorporating nature-based solutions for
stormwater management and urban heat mitigation.
* Research from Boston University on tools and programs supporting equitable clean energy
transitions and extreme heat response.
e An overview of community-driven air quality monitoring efforts in Providence through the
Breathe Providence initiative and the city's network of Resilience Hubs serving frontline
communities.

NH Listens Facilitates Sessions at Grit to Grow "Build Your Career" Summit

On June 23, NH Listens facilitated youth-centered sessions at the New
Hampshire Grit to Grow Summit's "Build Your Career" day at the
Conference Center at Church Landing in Meredith. The team convened
teens alongside industry and community partners for small-group
conversations spanning the outdoor economy, healthcare and the helping
professions, skilled trades and manufacturing, community development,
business and finance, and agriculture and life science.

Through introductions and real-world scenario activities, participants built genuine connections while
exploring workforce challenges and potential solutions together. NH Listens facilitators Lu Butterfield-
Ferrell, Mikayla Townsend, and Maddie Smith guided discussions where teens and industry partners
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brainstormed solutions to big industry challenges together, amplifying youth voices while industry
leaders listened to and learned from their future workforce. The sessions strengthened
communication, leadership, and self-advocacy skills for New Hampshire's next generation.

Stephen Bird Joins UNH Manchester Bio-tech Initiatives Conversation
YERN 1,‘ ) T4 Carsey Director Stephen Bird, Carsey Fellow and Advisory Board
v 5 Member Rich Ashooh, and UNH Manchester Dean Mike Decelle
(pictured on left) joined UNH's Director of Development for
University Initiatives Brooks Oliver to review the bio-tech
initiatives at UNH Manchester in the context of business and
workforce development. The STEM-MoBILE (STEM Mobile
Biofabrication Integrated Lab Experience) is a traveling lab that
introduces the cutting-edge field of biofabrication to schools and
communities across New Hampshire and surrounding areas.

Carsey is proud to share that Carrie Portrie, research assistant professor and assistant director of
NH Listens, graduated from Leadership New Hampshire. Carrie reflects that the year deepened her

understanding of New Hampshire and the exceptional cohort left her more knowledgeable, confident,
and connected. "My participation in Leadership New Hampshire reflects my commitment to
understanding communities and helping people connect policies to their own lives. My growth and
expanded perspective will deepen the work of NH Listens across the state." Congratulations on this
milestone, Carrie!

Recent Publications

Forests, Lakes, and “Hidden” Housing
Kenneth Johnson, Mark Ducey, Barbara Cook, and Kathryn Cottingham

NH ECE Research Consortium Research Funder Stakeholder Map
Jess Carson, Evan England, and Kamala Nasirova

Universal Free Lunch: Why Not New Hampshire?
Delaney Hesler
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Research in the Works

Kristine Bundschuh and Kenneth Johnson will discuss why people leave New Hampshire and why
retaining them is important for the state's future.

Jess Carson and the Center for Social Policy in Practice team will collect original data on NH
families' child care needs and preferences to support statewide system planning.

Tyrus Parker, Rachel Filippone, and Evan England recently finished the Carsey School's third annual
census of public school-affiliated preschools in New Hampshire. Findings will be shared in the
coming months; in the meantime, access 2023-2024 findings here and 2024—-2025 findings here.

Recent Scholarly Works by Staff

Brief #3: Collaborative Aggregation & Marketing_of Local Farm Food: Customer Perspectives on
Participation Barriers
Evan England, Rachel Filippone, Hannah Stokes-Ramos, Cindy (Luyue) Zheng, and Olivia Burton
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Carsey in the News

Granite Geek: What happens if you cross a demographer,_a forest scientist and a marine biologist?
Kenneth Johnson in Concord Monitor

New Research Finds 'Hidden Housing' Along_Lakes: Method improves capacity to monitor human
impact on water quality
Kenneth Johnson in UNH Today

Hotter summers are changing_the way people spend time outdoors
Maddie Smith in New Hampshire Public Radio

For Outdoors Enthusiasts, Summer’s Getting_Too Hot to Handle
Maddie Smith in UNH News

Check out the Carsey School on UNH Today for more Carsey-related news articles and event
announcements.

Interested in a Public Service Grad Degree or Know Someone Who Might Be?

Learn about our innovative degrees (Master in Community Development, Master of Public
Administration, Master in Public Policy, and Master of Global Conflict and Human Security) that
prepare students to have a greater impact in the world! Learn to analyze societal problems, manage
on-the-ground projects, and develop leadership and communications skills imperative for making
sustainable change happen in your community.

Learn More
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