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Thank You for Your Support in the UNH (603) Challenge!

[l Here's a heartfelt thank you to our donors for their generous contributions in this
THE (603) year's (603) Challenge: with your help, we exceeded our fundraising goals! Special
%,ENGE shout out to an anonymous "friend of Carsey" for boosting us past the finish line.

Your donations support our community engagement and research work, as well as
student scholarships across our four master's degree programs. We are grateful!

Carsey Staff, Faculty, and Fellows Enjoy a Gathering at Huddleston Hall

In April, we gathered Carsey staff, faculty, and fellows for connection and learning. We enjoyed
having the opportunity to catch up, share some laughs, and to hear short presentations on Carsey
projects and collaborations across campus and beyond.

¢ NH Listens' Maddie Smith and Jo Field discussed engagement to inform policy and NH
Listens' role in state climate and environmental literacy planning.

e Evan England, Assistant Director of Carsey's Center for Social Policy in Practice (SPiP),
reviewed collaborations between SPiP and the UNH Food Systems Lab.

e Carsey Senior Demographer Ken Johnson explored the role of demographic, forest cover,
and land cover data in understanding cyanobacteria blooms in lakes.

e Carsey Director Stephen Bird and Assistant Professor of Economics Qingran Li shared
highlights of their research on how Disadvantaged Communities' designations are designed,
how they differ, and the implications of those differences.

NH Listens Presents on Civic Health at CDFA’s i2i Symposium

NH Listens' Michele Holt-Shannon and Mikayla Townsend were glad
to participate in the CDFA i2i (Ideas to Innovation) Symposium,
ReWeaving the Social Fabric of Our Communities, hosted by the
Community Development Finance Authority (CDFA). At the
interactive half-day symposium, leaders, innovators, and community
builders from across New Hampshire explored how inclusive and
accessible public spaces strengthen connection, belonging, and civic life. Michele and Mikayla
shared insights through a presentation on civic health, highlighting how trust, participation, and
community voices inform local decision-making and democratic practice, drawing on findings from
the Carsey School's 2024 New Hampshire Civic Health Report.

The event also featured cross-sector panel conversations with representatives from AARP, Stay
Work Play New Hampshire, Barrington Community Center, Arlington Street Community Center
(Nashua), the Business Alliance for People of Color, and The Grapevine Family & Community
Resource Center, moderated by storyteller Andy DeMeo of Granite Goodness. Creative engagement
activities were led by artists Benjamin Archibald and Marek Bennett, whose visual sketches captured
key themes and moments from the day.

The team thanks CDFA for the invitation and for convening such a thoughtful and engaging
gathering!

Jess Carson Attends 2026 City Year Starry Starry Night Gala
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Last month, Center for Social Policy in Practice Director Jess
Carson (on left) was lucky enough to attend the annual City
Year Starry Starry Night gala, which this year, included the
presentation of the City Year Lifetime of Service Award to
Dick and Barbara Couch. The Couch Family Foundation has
been an essential partner in Carsey's early care and
education work since 2017, but the family's tireless work on
behalf of New Hampshire's working families goes back
decades. We're sending warm congratulations to Dick and
Barbara for this incredibly well-deserved recognition!

Congratulations to Center for Social Policy in Practice
Research Scientist Tyrus Parker (on left) for successfully
defending his dissertation! Tyrus's dissertation explores
factors linked to declining modern fertility, a trend that has
been well documented by Carsey's Senior Demographer
(and Tyrus's doctoral advisor) Ken Johnson (on right).
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Upcoming Events

[ ] NH Listens — Local Lunch Box: Creating Welcoming Spaces

L2 4

na Join NH Listens for an informative and interactive session aimed at sharing bite-

May 6 sizgq ti_ps and_resour_ces fr_om our tc_)olbox for community engagement and
12-12:45 PM ET facilitation. This session will share tips around cultivating an environment to keep
your events engaging and productive while attending to differences in participant
perspectives.

Online
Register

Carsey Policy Hour — New Hampshire Schools Offer Preschool?!
Exploring New Hampshire's Preschool Landscape

In 2025, researchers at the University of New Hampshire conducted the second
annual public elementary school census to track the availability of public school-
affiliated preschool programming statewide. This Carsey Policy Hour will cover

May 13 these underreported program offerings and reach, in addition to findings on
8-9AM ET program implementation.
Online
Register To access recordings of previous discussions, visit the Carsey Policy Hour
webpage.
May 20 NH ECE Spring 2026 Research Consortium
9:30 AM-1:30 The NH Early Care and Education (ECE) Research Consortium will be hosting
PMET its second annual convening in Huddleston Hall on May 20. Researchers and
Huddleston Hall - research users interested in using data to build a stronger statewide ECE system
Register are invited to join us.

Recent Publications

What's the Scoop on Life in New Hampshire? Youth Perspectives on New Hampshire as a Place to

Live, Learn, and Work After High School
Elliot Ng, Jayson Seaman, Cindy Hartman, Andrew Coppens, Kate Moscouver, and Hannah Falcone

Ski Industry Professionals in New Hampshire Are Worried about Climate Change
Jacklyn Tracy and Elizabeth Burakowski

Public School-Affiliated Preschool Programs in New Hampshire, 2024—-2025 School Year
Tyrus Parker, Kamala Nasirova, and Jess Carson

View All Recent Publications
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Research in the Works

¢ Delaney Hesler will explore the potential benefits of New Hampshire adopting a universal free
lunch program.

¢ Kenneth Johnson, Mark Ducey, Barbara Cook, and Kathryn Cottingham will document the
value of using demographically enhanced land cover data to delineate human settlement
patterns in forested areas proximate to lakes.

+ Kamala Nasirova and Tyrus Parker will discuss the implementation of preschool in New
Hampshire public schools.

Recent Scholarly Works by Staff & Faculty

Rebel Diplomacy: Syrian Democratic Forces’ Strategies to Secure U.S. Support
Melinda Negron-Gonzales in Studies in Conflict & Terrorism. In this article, Negron-Gonzales
analyzes Syrian rebels' lobbying to secure U.S. support and shape U.S. foreign policy.

Carsey in the News

These Couples Wanted to Have Children. Rising_Costs Are Stopping_ Them.
Kenneth Johnson in The New York Times

New Analysis Details NH’s Massive Variation in Property Taxes
Bruce Mallory in Business New Hampshire

Ski industry professionals worry about effects of climate change on activity, study finds
Jacklyn Tracy and Elizabeth Burakowski in Concord Monitor

Ski industry workers are worried about climate change, UNH research shows
Elizabeth Burakowski in New Hampshire Public Radio

New Hampshire ski industry concerned about climate change
Jacklyn Tracy and Elizabeth Burakowski in New Hampshire Union Leader

Quality of Life 26/04/23 - The ski industry is worried
Carsey School in Hippo Press

They run child care programs from their homes. It's not as easy as you might think.
Carsey School in New Hampshire Bulletin

North Country Healthcare Releases Report On Community Listening_Sessions, Responds To

Concerns
NH Listens in Business New Hampshire Magazine

North Country Healthcare plans more outreach and releases first listening_session report
NH Listens in The Berlin Sun

New NASA photo promises to shut down flat-Earthers — did it work?
Carsey School of Public Policy in New York Post

Deep Fake Nine: Why some believe Artemis Il mission is a hoax
Carsey School of Public Policy in National News

Top 1% to Get $117 Billion in Trump Tax Cuts This Year as Bottom 95% Pay More
Michael Ettlinger in Common Dreams

Check out the Carsey School on UNH Today for more Carsey-related news articles and event
announcements.

Interested in a Public Service Grad Degree or Know Someone Who Might Be?
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Learn about our innovative degrees (Master in Community Development, Master of Public
Administration, Master in Public Policy, and Master of Global Conflict and Human Security) that
prepare students to have a greater impact in the world! Learn to analyze societal problems, manage
on-the-ground projects, and develop leadership and communications skills imperative for making
sustainable change happen in your community.

Learn More
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