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Students Have a Whirlwind of a Week at Carsey's 2026 DC Colloquium

﻿A professional master’s program is about more than just theory and lectures. Carsey's Washington,
DC, Colloquium provides an opportunity for students to immerse themselves in the heart of American
policymaking. At this year's Colloquium from January 13–16, Carsey School Director Stephen Bird
and 14 students met with leaders across government, nonprofit, and research organizations to learn
directly from the experts shaping policy today. Highlights included visiting the National Academies,
international exposure with the Center for European Policy Analysis, and extensive time with both
Senator Jeanne Shaheen and Representative Chris Pappas from the New Hampshire delegation. 

Seacoast Sips of Science Event Examines Building Balance

The January 29 Sips of Science event featured a discussion on Building Balance:
Affordable Homes and Healthy Communities in a Warming World. Held at the
Throwback Brewery in North Hampton, the event explored how the housing crisis,
climate change, and health are deeply connected. Speakers included Semra Aytur,
epidemiologist and UNH professor of health management and policy; Carsey School
Director Stephen Bird; and Mary Stampone, New Hampshire state climatologist and
associate professor of geography at UNH. The Sips of Science series, in partnership with the UNH
Graduate School and UNH Research and Innovation, brings local scientists to seacoast breweries to
share their latest research. 

North Country Leaders Come Together for a Second Annual Summit

NH Listens facilitated the second annual North Country School Leader Summit, creating a
welcoming space for North Country legislators, school board members, superintendents, and other
school-based leaders to talk and learn from one another. Leaders shared what they are seeing in
their districts, including how funding, open enrollment, and Education Freedom Accounts shape
everyday school experiences in rural and small-town communities. They noted both opportunities
and challenges for students, staff, and families. Throughout the evening, participants emphasized
staying connected, communicating clearly, and making sure state decisions reflect North Country
realities by grounding conversations in local experiences.

Michele Holt‑Shannon Joins Long‑Time Colleague Nancy Thomas to Support
Educators Through Conflict

https://www.seacoastsipsofscience.com/
https://gradschool.unh.edu/
https://gradschool.unh.edu/
https://www.unh.edu/research/
https://www.unh.edu/research/
https://carsey.unh.edu/new-hampshire-listens


At the American Association of Colleges and Universities (AAC&U) Annual
Meeting in Washington, DC, educators came together for Navigating Conflict,
Encouraging Conversation, and Defending Academic Freedom, a warm and
engaging workshop led by Nancy Thomas, senior advisor to the President for
Democracy Initiatives and executive director, Institute for Democracy & Higher
Education (IDHE), AAC&U. Alongside fellow facilitators, Michele Holt‑Shannon,
director and cofounder of NH Listens, helped create a supportive space for
educators facing real‑world challenges in today’s classrooms.

The workshop offered practical ideas for handling difficult conversations, protecting academic
freedom, and building respectful, inclusive learning environments. Hosted through the AAC&U's Help
Desk, and supported by the IDHE and the Sustained Dialogue Institute, the session left participants
feeling encouraged, connected, and ready to move forward with renewed confidence.

Spring 2026 NH Listens Treat Fellowship with New Hampshire – Now Accepting
Applications from UNH Undergraduates

The NH Listens Undergraduate Treat Fellowship is now accepting applications for
Spring 2026! This short-term, paid opportunity invites UNH undergraduates to build
skills in community facilitation, public engagement, and leading conversations
across differences. The Fellowship will again be supported by NH Listens'
Mikayla Townsend and Lu Butterfield‑Ferrell, who help guide fellows through
weekly sessions focused on dialogue, reflection, and working across perspectives.
We hope this opportunity finds undergraduates in your networks. Questions can be
directed to Lu at lu.ferrell@unh.edu.

Feb 4
12 PM ET

Online
Register

NH Listens Local Lunch Box: Meaningful Introductions to Build
Community

Join NH Listens for a 45-minute informative and interactive session aimed at
sharing bite-sized tips and resources from our toolbox for community
engagement and facilitation. This session will share tips around how to
facilitate introductions in your community meetings that help people feel
welcomed.

Feb 11
8–9 AM ET

Online
Register

Carsey Policy Hour: An Actionable Roadmap Toward Positive
Change—How the NH Food and Agriculture Strategic Plan Is
Changing NH's Food System

In early 2025, the NH Food Alliance, in partnership with the NH Department of
Agriculture, Markets, and Food, UNH Extension, and more than 89 other food
system organizations and hundreds of individuals, published the first-ever NH
Food and Agriculture Strategic Plan. Join the February Carsey Policy Hour to
learn about the Strategic Plan and how it's transforming the New Hampshire
food system for the better. Colleen Jennings, NH Food Alliance’s Network
Coordinator, will provide an overview of the Strategic Plan development and
the strategies the NH Food Alliance and its network of over 360 partners are
using to move it forward.

To access recordings of previous discussions, visit the Carsey Policy Hour
webpage.

Feb 11
12 PM ET

Online
Register

NH Listens: Basic Facilitator Training

New Hampshire Listens’ Online Basic Facilitator Training provides an overall
glimpse into facilitating public engagement. It is an introductory training for
frameworks on key facilitator concepts for facilitating online and in-person,
including drawing people in, managing productive conversations, and
strengthening your skills as a facilitator. 
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Operating on Thin Margins: The Cost of Providing New Hampshire Child Care
Tyrus Parker and Jess Carson

Resilient Communities and Affordable Energy: Charting Roles for Community Finance
Eric Hangen, Adam Kent, Melanie Duenas, and Jessica Luk-Li

New Hampshire Child Care Scholarship Program Reaches Young Children Statewide
Harshita Sarup and Jess Carson

View All Recent Publications

Research in the Works

Elliot Ng will discuss youth perspectives on New Hampshire as a place to live, learn, and work
after high school.
Jacklyn Tracy and Elizabeth Burakowski will examine why ski industry professionals in New
Hampshire are worried about climate change.
Tyrus Parker, Kamala Nasirova, and Jess Carson will report on preschool availability in New
Hampshire public schools.

Carsey in the News

U.S. Population Growth Slows Sharply as Immigration Plunges
Kenneth Johnson in The New York Times

These are the top destinations for Mass. residents who moved away in 2024
Kenneth Johnson in The Boston Globe

N.H. saw more births last year but saw more deaths, too
Kenneth Johnson in Concord Monitor

New Hampshire’s Shifting Age Demographics: More Deaths Than Births in 2025
Kenneth Johnson in Rock 92.9

New Hampshire ekes out another small population gain due to immigration
Kenneth Johnson in Laconia Daily Sun

New Research Shows High Costs, Limited Funding Led To Decline In Early Education Programs In
NH
Carsey School in New Hampshire Bulletin

Check out the Carsey School on UNH Today for more Carsey-related news articles and event
announcements.

Interested in a Public Service Grad Degree or Know Someone Who Might Be?

Learn about our innovative degrees (Master in Community Development, Master of Public
Administration, Master in Public Policy, and Master of Global Conflict and Human Security) that
prepare students to have a greater impact in the world! Learn to analyze societal problems, manage
on-the-ground projects, and develop leadership and communications skills imperative for making
sustainable change happen in your community.

Learn More
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Sign up for other e-newsletters available from the Carsey School
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