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Dear friends,

This past year has been both exhilarating and challenging. Even as higher
education faces headwinds and work on supporting vulnerable communities has
been constrained, we've expanded our reach, deepened our partnerships, and
positioned the Carsey School for continued impact in education and policy A
leadership. Carsey is more committed than ever to serving the public good: with r ' 1
powerful community engagements, thorough analysis, and career-driving degrees.

A significant milestone this year was our move to the College of Liberal Arts. Under this framework,
we continue to work closely with Dean Michele Dillon and UNH's new Provost, Jen Riley, whose
leadership has been instrumental as we navigate this transition and identify new opportunities for
collaboration across the university.

I’'m energized by the foundation we’ve built—deep partnerships, enhanced academic offerings,
clearer strategic focus, and expanded visibility. The Carsey School is well-positioned to continue its

tradition of rigorous, applied policy research and education that makes a difference in communities
across New Hampshire, the nation, and the world.

Best wishes for a happy new year!

Stephen Bird

Advancing Relationships Between Canada and the United States

Carsey Director Stephen Bird attended the New England—Canada Business Council's (NECBC) 33rd
Annual U.S.—Canada Executive Energy Conference. Held in Boston, this annual event brought
together over 200 senior executives, policymakers, and innovators from across the United States
and Canada to address the most pressing issues of our energy system including grid reliability, clean
energy integration, affordability, and cross-border collaboration. Stephen spoke on a panel
discussing updates on U.S. and Canadian energy policy, regulatory trends, and trade relationships.
The panel explored how recent government actions have shaped investment, cross-border
cooperation, and looked at the path forward for North American energy integration and energy
security.

The mission of NECBC is to advance business, political, and cultural relationships between Canada
and the United States and to help members grow their cross-border professional networks. Founded
in 1981, the NECBC is one of the leading non-profit organizations working to sustain and expand the
strong and mutually valuable connections between New England and Canada.



https://carsey.unh.edu/person/stephen-bird
https://necbc.org/

Celebrating a Successful Multipartial Facilitation Training With Everyday
Democracy—What a Joy!

On December 4-5, NH Listens at the Carsey School hosted Everyday Democracy’s Multipartial
Facilitation training at UNH in Huddleston Hall's Solarium. Over two energizing days, participants
dove into hands-on facilitation through role plays, small-group activities, reflective exercises, and
mock sessions—building skills to invite every voice and keep conversations moving with purpose.
Here's a huge thanks to the 40+ participants who showed up with heart and curiosity, and to
Everyday Democracy for an inspiring training partnership. The organization's energy made the room
sparkle and the learning stick. NH Listens is proud to have served as an anchor partner for Everyday
Democracy for over 10 years.

Welcoming Molly Gionta to the Carsey Team

We're excited to welcome Molly Gionta as our new Director of Clean Energy
Finance! Molly will lead clean energy finance activities of the Center for
Impact Finance, with a focus on innovative financial solutions for the clean
energy transition, climate mitigation and adaptation, and community
sustainability and resilience in low-income and underserved communities.

With a background in climate finance, housing affordability, and sustainability—including leadership
roles at Fannie Mae’s Multifamily Green Financing program and the D.C. Solar for All program—
Molly brings deep expertise and vision to our team.

We can’t wait to see the impact of her thought leadership as we work to advance a clean energy
economy that includes low- and moderate-income communities!

Carsey Policy Hour: Exploring New Hampshire's Civic Health and
Policymaking in a Time of Polarization

As a new year begins, New Hampshire residents are thinking about how to
engage more deeply in their communities, from serving on local boards to getting
involved in community projects. Our panel of community leaders will explore the
state’s civic health and discuss what today’s political landscape means for
constructive community engagement and problem-solving in New Hampshire.
This session will offer a timely, big-picture look at whether New Hampshire’s

Jan 14 tradition of pragmatic policymaking is holding up amid national polarization.
8-9AMET
Online To access recordings of previous discussions, visit the Carsey Policy Hour
Reagister webpage.

Announcing Free Winter Courses on Solar Development

Carsey's Center for Impact Finance is excited to open registration for two free, ten-week courses on
solar development. Created for mission-driven developers, these courses are funded by the U.S.
Department of Energy's Community Power Accelerators, an initiative supporting community solar
development in underserved communities.

We'd like to allow as many people as possible to take advantage of these free courses, so please
register for one course only. We encourage people from the same organization to take the same
course and to register together as a team.

Developing Commercial Solar for Developing Community Solar
Community Facilities
Tuesdays, 4 PM ET, from Jan 27 to Mar 31
Thursdays, 2 PM ET, from Jan 15 to Mar 19
Gain skills to sponsor, finance, and develop
Gain strategic insights into market trends, solar projects, ensuring they are structured for
community needs, and project design to creditworthiness and long-term success.
ensure your solar projects align with local
priorities. Save Your Seat



https://carsey.unh.edu/new-hampshire-listens
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https://carsey.unh.edu/news-events/carsey-policy-hour
https://carsey.unh.edu/news-events/carsey-policy-hour
https://carsey.unh.edu/center-impact-finance
https://unh.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_bHORxoRWhYWunrw

Save Your Seat ‘

Recent Publications

Factors Contributing_to the Demographic Cliff: More U.S. Women of Childbearing Age. but Fewer
Have Given Birth
Kenneth Johnson

Can the Government Control Hurricanes? New Survey Results on Conspiracies and Science
Lawrence Hamilton

Clean Energy as Economic Development: An Analysis of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund
Megan Mahajan and Eric Hangen

View All Recent Publications

Research in the Works

¢ Kristin Smith will report on the Voluntary Paid Family and Medical Leave Program in New
Hampshire.

e Tyrus Parker and Jess Carson will explore the challenges child care providers face in meeting
operating costs with limited revenue.

« Elliot Ng will discuss youth perspectives on New Hampshire as a place to live, learn, and work
after high school.

Carsey in the News

Alook at aging_baby boomers in the United States
Kenneth Johnson in Associated Press

State launching_new programs to expand and improve Child Care Scholarship Program
Carsey School of Public Policy in New Hampshire Bulletin

Restoring Agency, Redefining_ Development in Richmond, CA
Kelsey Boy in NPQ

Check out the Carsey School on UNH Today for more Carsey-related news articles and event
announcements.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
Interested in a Public Service Grad Degree or Know Someone Who Might Be?

Learn about our innovative degrees (Master in Community Development, Master of Public
Administration, Master in Public Policy, and Master of Global Conflict and Human Security) that
prepare students to have a greater impact in the world! Learn to analyze societal problems, manage
on-the-ground projects, and develop leadership and communications skills imperative for making
sustainable change happen in your community.

Learn More
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