
Advancing Mutually Beneficial Sustainability Goals in the Region

In November, NH Listens and Stephen Bird from the Carsey School, along with the UNH Graduate
School and Sustainability Institute, joined the New England Municipal Sustainability Network (NEMS)
for its biannual meeting. The NEMS Network consists of municipal sustainability professionals from
across the New England states who advance mutually beneficial sustainability goals in the region
through collaboration and information sharing. Over 35 cities and towns from across New England
are represented by the members of the NEMS network.

At the meeting, the Carsey team supported members as they initiated three new working groups,
each tasked with developing a pilot project addressing split-incentive challenges. These working
groups will focus on: decarbonization and energy efficiency; public health and housing-related
challenges; and community engagement. This marks a key step in building shared strategies and
practical solutions to support municipalities and their partners across the New England region.

Addressing the Evolving Role of Public Banking in Community Development

In November, the Center for Impact Finance partnered with Harvard Law School to host a national
convening on the evolving role of public banking in community development. The event brought
together over 50 leaders—organizers, policymakers, Community Development Finance Institutions
(CDFIs), academics, and grassroots advocates—for interactive sessions and strategy discussions.
Topics included public banking legislation, leveraging public funds for community investment,
partnerships with CDFIs and community banks, risk management, and advancing equity through
public finance.  

The event featured Bank of North Dakota CEO Don Morgan, who provided a clear and grounded
explanation of how public banks operate and successfully expand credit access, manage risk
responsibly, and also help strengthen community banks. Center for Impact Finance Founder and
Senior Fellow Michael Swack remarked, “The conference created exactly the kind of practical,
solutions-oriented dialogue we need at this moment and was immensely valuable in advancing work
around the public banking model.” 

Look out for a paper on public banks co-authored by Michael Swack in the coming weeks.

https://www.unh.edu/sustainability/community-engagement/new-england-municipal-sustainability-network


Building Support for Youth in New Hampshire's North Country

NH Listens' Lu Butterfield-Ferrell is leading work in partnership with the North Country Health
Consortium to strengthen community-based services and support for at-risk youth in the North
Country. In November, North Country youth, prevention specialists, community members, state
representatives, small business owners, and nonprofit organizations came together for two half-day
visioning retreats. The gatherings were held in a beautiful greenhouse event space at Mead Hill,
nestled on the hillside at Mount Cabot Maple—a maple syrup farm tucked away in the White
Mountains of northern New Hampshire.
 
﻿Participants spent time envisioning a new multidisciplinary coalition focused on positive youth
development. More than 50 people, including local youth, participated across the two retreat days,
discussing what is currently working, identifying gaps in youth support, and highlighting opportunities
to better connect and coordinate resources. Their insights will guide next steps toward building
stronger collaboration in the North Country to support youth success.

Jess Carson Receives UNH 2025 Award of Excellence

We are excited to share that Jess Carson, research assistant
professor and director of Carsey's Center for Social Policy in
Practice (SPiP), received UNH's 2025 Award for Excellence in
Public Service. Individuals who receive this award have engaged
in outstanding service activities that are dependent on their
academic expertise and that support the mission of the university.

Jess has built on her academic expertise to develop an applied research agenda centered in how
policy affects people by shaping access to resources available through work, the social safety net,
and community settings in New Hampshire and beyond. ﻿She leads the six-person SPiP team as they
focus on supporting access to high quality data and analysis, especially related to early childhood
education. The team also staffs the New Hampshire Early Care and Education (NH ECE) Research
Consortium, a network of researchers and research users committed to strengthening the state's
ECE landscape.

Kudos to Jess and all the UNH 2025 Award for Excellence recipients!
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NH Listens Local Lunch Box: Recruiting a Mix of Perspectives

Join NH Listens for a 45-minute informative and interactive session aimed at
sharing bite-sized tips and resources from our toolbox for community
engagement and facilitation. This session will help you explore best practices
and strategies for authentic recruitment of diverse perspectives—especially
voices that are often missing from public dialogue—as well as cultivating a
welcoming and productive environment for all participants.

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcarsey.unh.edu%2Fperson%2Fjess-carson&data=05%7C02%7CLaurel.Lloyd%40unh.edu%7C352b78a171174ea77d7908ddeb29c7a8%7Cd6241893512d46dc8d2bbe47e25f5666%7C0%7C0%7C638925286864285088%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7zqxp6fzFvwxHEM2LQBkxlK7i7jcxifvMXxn%2B0szeKY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcarsey.unh.edu%2Fcenter-social-policy-practice&data=05%7C02%7CLaurel.Lloyd%40unh.edu%7C352b78a171174ea77d7908ddeb29c7a8%7Cd6241893512d46dc8d2bbe47e25f5666%7C0%7C0%7C638925286864312024%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gn%2BXyAus8E8KG8LDcp7r7X053j%2BiCbRZngyiCQFrUPE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcarsey.unh.edu%2Fcenter-social-policy-practice&data=05%7C02%7CLaurel.Lloyd%40unh.edu%7C352b78a171174ea77d7908ddeb29c7a8%7Cd6241893512d46dc8d2bbe47e25f5666%7C0%7C0%7C638925286864312024%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gn%2BXyAus8E8KG8LDcp7r7X053j%2BiCbRZngyiCQFrUPE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcarsey.unh.edu%2Fcenter-social-policy-practice%2Fnh-ece-research-consortium&data=05%7C02%7CLaurel.Lloyd%40unh.edu%7C352b78a171174ea77d7908ddeb29c7a8%7Cd6241893512d46dc8d2bbe47e25f5666%7C0%7C0%7C638925286864327122%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9ez9rvqzjxLMdDijY80Phe8LnIHjI%2BWyD3T0wz9lXG8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcarsey.unh.edu%2Fcenter-social-policy-practice%2Fnh-ece-research-consortium&data=05%7C02%7CLaurel.Lloyd%40unh.edu%7C352b78a171174ea77d7908ddeb29c7a8%7Cd6241893512d46dc8d2bbe47e25f5666%7C0%7C0%7C638925286864327122%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9ez9rvqzjxLMdDijY80Phe8LnIHjI%2BWyD3T0wz9lXG8%3D&reserved=0
https://www.unh.edu/unhtoday/2025/11/faculty-excellence-celebration-recognizes-outstanding-unh-educators
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2F4pj54lcab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001arEZObIgCD3Qd6lWTcM7ItNsehH12bBAkVpyqsBDcjvggw1WLj9RYZCAHAz0BrjiAg-_QpnRehbPcwioUJEAaYexTXAKMES50adQSxMrwjWz708mmcXialcCw_tVXtHOJ5-MrgWmaShYLbrIs2IdqOA2b4aT8qO9AaockgvtvYXWot0LpHtL9pTWdqnGDBF0NlsgaZa412YkE5vQMZLEyxuiYgDqIqlqMoaHvo0ue3Gs1THfu_vpsA46dAnnxx5U1Hj3AFCp7B7MNnf01HdH1lNVu6cF1RZPevBnNUdiJmHw76BHULcBbuGliZO9xmhy6tDG_SEx63R2hLF2xHwJ_diQyWjtSxpX8rFRvGzp93KQ_yluvrdxmmGhQYAXi2TgTZgN5ROv36gVQGKb5GAjZw%3D%3D%26c%3Dg5naYRvzZ8-_845pRVowKW8fYvrgpyyLj4piLHG8mlv9SJnc9LwcuA%3D%3D%26ch%3D6uz1-n1YmDS_loz2VLqcqANcqf1DJtblmN3FeUvgCnWHIfkQQUrw3g%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Claurel.lloyd%40unh.edu%7Cc40448575f9f43aeb5a608de1c8052d7%7Cd6241893512d46dc8d2bbe47e25f5666%7C0%7C0%7C638979534680050245%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=t5uDcccQJZXM65Q7HLZneHpQbhi5YbSn%2BxDjlsfmS9k%3D&reserved=0
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Carsey Policy Hour: The Impact of Rising Housing Costs in NH

How are rising housing costs affecting students, working families, and individuals
across New Hampshire—and what can be done to expand affordability in our
region and state? Join us for a timely conversation with Emmy Ham, Executive
Director of the Workforce Housing Coalition of the Greater Seacoast, a
nonpartisan organization dedicated to community education and engagement to
advance diverse, attainable housing options for the regional workforce.

To access past recordings of previous discussions, visit the Carsey Policy Hour
webpage.

Recent Publications

Factors Contributing to the Demographic Cliff: More U.S. Women of Childbearing Age, but Fewer
Have Given Birth
Kenneth Johnson

Can the Government Control Hurricanes? New Survey Results on Conspiracies and Science
Lawrence Hamilton

Clean Energy as Economic Development: An Analysis of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund
Megan Mahajan and Eric Hangen

View All Recent Publications

Research in the Works

Kristin Smith will report on the Voluntary Paid Family and Medical Leave Program in New
Hampshire.
Elliot Ng will discuss youth perspectives on New Hampshire as a place to live, learn, and work
after high school.
Tyrus Parker and Jess Carson will explore the challenges child care providers face in meeting
operating costs with limited revenue.

Carsey in the News

Rural America Feels Differently About The Future
Kenneth Johnson in Newsweek

In these U.S. groups, deaths now exceed births. What’s happening?
Kenneth Johnson in The Washington Post

Check out the Carsey School on UNH Today for more Carsey-related news articles and event
announcements.

Interested in a Public Service Grad Degree or Know Someone Who Might Be?

Check out our innovative degrees (Master in Community Development, Master of Public
Administration, Master in Public Policy, and Master of Global Conflict and Human Security) that
prepare students to have a greater impact in the world! Learn to analyze societal problems, manage
on-the-ground projects, and develop leadership and communications skills imperative for making
sustainable change happen in your community.

Learn More

    

https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/577d06a5-8b92-41e9-a8d5-c6369247f77a@d6241893-512d-46dc-8d2b-be47e25f5666
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.seacoastwhc.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7CLaurel.Lloyd%40unh.edu%7C810aa8eee9344dde2bcb08de26a0b5cd%7Cd6241893512d46dc8d2bbe47e25f5666%7C0%7C0%7C638990668839580627%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FP8cDeQ36%2FNJ1av%2BknFckv3HtwxXST8k1dc1%2BXobbw8%3D&reserved=0
https://carsey.unh.edu/news-events/carsey-policy-hour
https://carsey.unh.edu/news-events/carsey-policy-hour
https://carsey.unh.edu/publication/factors-contributing-demographic-cliff-more-us-women-childbearing-age-fewer-have-given-birth
https://carsey.unh.edu/publication/factors-contributing-demographic-cliff-more-us-women-childbearing-age-fewer-have-given-birth
https://carsey.unh.edu/publication/can-government-control-hurricanes-new-survey-results-conspiracies-science
https://carsey.unh.edu/sites/default/files/media/2025-05/PB-Mahajan-Hangen-Analysis-GGRF-print.pdf
https://carsey.unh.edu/person/megan-mahajan
https://carsey.unh.edu/person/eric-hangen
https://carsey.unh.edu/publications?utm_source=email-constantcontact&utm_medium=button&utm_campaign=carsey-news-LMNM
https://www.newsweek.com/rural-america-feels-differently-about-the-future-11067619
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2025/11/24/these-us-groups-deaths-now-exceed-births-whats-happening/
https://www.unh.edu/unhtoday/topics/carsey-school-public-policy
https://carsey.unh.edu/master-community-development?utm_source=email-constantcontact&utm_medium=button&utm_campaign=carsey-LMNMfooter
https://carsey.unh.edu/master-public-administration-online?utm_source=email-constantcontact&utm_medium=button&utm_campaign=carsey-LMNMfooter
https://carsey.unh.edu/master-public-administration-online?utm_source=email-constantcontact&utm_medium=button&utm_campaign=carsey-LMNMfooter
https://carsey.unh.edu/master-public-policy?utm_source=email-constantcontact&utm_medium=button&utm_campaign=carsey-LMNMfooter
https://carsey.unh.edu/global-conflict-human-security
https://carsey.unh.edu/academics?utm_source=email-constantcontact&utm_medium=button&utm_campaign=carsey-LMNMfooter
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