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Security Forum on Emerging Perspectives of 21st-century Security

At a time when technology is reshaping everything from our climate systems to global defense
strategies, we brought together top minds on October 23rd to explore one central question: how do
we secure the future? In collaboration with the Departments of UNH Political Science & International
Affairs and Security Studies, this day-long forum convened scholars, policymakers, and innovators to
examine how emerging technologies—like AI, advanced energy systems, and geoengineering—are
transforming global security. ﻿Highlights included:
 

A keynote address from Jake Sullivan, former U.S. National Security Advisor and Carsey
Senior Fellow, offering insights on the shifting landscape of national and international security.
Expert panels featuring Matthew Bunn (Harvard Kennedy School), Josh Busby (The
University of Texas at Austin), Erin N. Mayfield (Dartmouth College), Stacy VanDeveer
(UMass Boston), Jessica Brandt (Council on Foreign Relations), Noah Greene (Center for
European Policy Analysis), Jeremy Hitchcock (Business Executives for National Security),
and LTG (R) Mary A. Legere (Accenture) who unpacked the promises and perils of
technological disruption.

 
From the risks of AI militarization to breakthroughs in renewable energy, the inaugural Forum
sparked essential conversations about innovation, responsibility, and the path toward a safer, more
sustainable world. 

NH Fiscal Policy Institute's 10th Annual Budget & Policy Conference

In October, Carsey's Center for Social Policy in Practice
(SPiP) team, along with other Carsey staff, attended the
NH Fiscal Policy Institute’s Annual Budget & Policy
Conference "Working Hard and Falling Behind: The
High Cost of Living in New Hampshire." Policymakers,
advocates, business and nonprofit leaders, and community
members explored one of the most pressing challenges
facing Granite Staters today, and how a more affordable
and equitable future could be built for all. SPiP Director
Jess Carson joined a panel discussion with Marissa Berg
(Community Support Network, Inc.) and Judith Jones (New
Futures) on the high cost of caregiving. The session
examined the rising costs of caregiving, their impact on
households and the workforce, and what policies and
investments are needed to support caregivers and those
they care for.
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Impact, Innovation, and Empowerment: Highlights from OFN41

In October, the Center for Impact Finance (CIF) team participated in the 41st annual Opportunity
Finance Network (OFN) Conference in Washington, DC. CIF partnered with OFN to host the second
Annual Research Symposium, co-led by CIF Research Director Val Benson. The event highlighted
CDFI Research Consortium-funded projects, included a fireside chat on sharing research during
uncertain times, and fostered collaboration among researchers, practitioners, and partners.

CIF Senior Fellow Michael Swack presented a new working paper advocating for collaboration
among CDFIs, co-authored with Sara Razavi, CEO of Working Solutions CDFI. CIF Executive
Director Ellen Lurie Hoffman and Carsey Senior Fellow Charles Tansey participated in a panel
discussion of CIF’s Preferred Equity Pilot for CDFIs, along with Housing Partnership Network Chief
Financial Officer Eric Chapman and Housing Partnership Fund President Carla Mannings. This pilot
stemmed from a working paper by Tansey and Swack.

CIF also led a session with the Natural Resources Defense Council and The Kresge Foundation
exploring how mission-driven finance can drive affordable energy and community resilience in a
changing policy landscape. Program and Operations Director Hannah Vargason helped lead the
CDFI Women’s Network Annual Breakfast as a Steering Committee member. The event featured a
panel of accomplished women sharing insights from their careers in community development
finance.

Congratulations to UNH's 2025 Sustainability Awardees!

Sustainability at UNH is a university-wide endeavor. Sustainability Awards celebrate and spotlight
individuals and teams doing important sustainability work in the areas of: research, curriculum
development and teaching, campus initiatives and culture development, and external engagement. 
At the 2025 Awards Celebration on October 30, Carsey's Center for Impact Finance (CIF) team and
Natural Resources and Environmental Studies PhD student Jo Field were recognized for their
outstanding contributions to UNH's sustainability work.

CIF is a national leader in advancing inclusive and equitable community finance, having trained
hundreds of community lenders in clean energy finance and supported policy advocacy to ensure
climate programs reach low-income and disadvantaged communities. This work is more vital than
ever to help local communities make the transition to resilient low-carbon energy systems. The team
includes Ellen Lurie Hoffman, Val Benson, Eric Hangen, Jolan Rivera, Michael Swack, Charles
Tansey, Sara Varela, and Hannah Vargason.
 
As a PhD student working with Carsey's NH Listens team, Jo Field has played a pivotal role in New
Hampshire’s comprehensive climate action plan. She helped design and facilitate public stakeholder
engagement activities in collaboration with the NH Department of Environmental Services to support
this important project.

Kudos to all the staff (above left) and student (above right), as well as faculty and alumni, 2025 UNH
Sustainability Awardees!

Radically Rural Conference on Civic Engagement in the Granite State
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NH Listens' Carrie Portrie and Lu Butterfield-Ferrell joined Ash Hanson
(Department of Public Transformation), and Adrian Paul Bryant (CivicLex)
at the Radically Rural Conference in Keene, New Hampshire from October
7 to 9. Their interactive session, invited by Radically Rural session
organizers Emily Lytle and Jack Rooney, explored how rural communities
can strengthen and measure civic engagement.

The White House Effect Film Screening

On October 29, the Carsey School of Public Policy, UNH Sustainability
Institute, and The League of Conservation Voters presented The White
House Effect, an award-winning documentary that reveals how a pivotal
moment in George H. W. Bush’s presidency altered the course of U.S.
climate-change policy. The evening started with a reception at the MUB,
followed by the film viewing and a post film discussion panel. 

New Report Spotlights Innovative Financing for Affordable Housing 

The Center for Impact Finance released the 2025 Financial Innovations
Roundtable (FIR) report showcasing creative financial strategies to support
naturally occurring affordable housing. The event, held in June 2025 in
partnership with the Federal Reserve Bank of New York, gathered experts
to discuss how innovative financing, private capital, and community-based
lenders can help finance the development and preservation of housing that
is affordable to low- and moderate-income residents without federal
subsidies. Access the full report and learn more about the legacy of
the Financial Innovations Roundtable here.

Carsey Policy Hour

Nov 12
8–9 AM ET

Online

What’s Ahead for K–12 Public Education in New Hampshire

Join us for a conversation with Nicole Heimarck and Alex Tilsley
from Reaching Higher NH, a nonpartisan policy and research
organization focused on public education. The discussion will explore key
issues shaping K–12 education across the state, including what’s new in
policy, funding, and the issues that impact our students and families most.
We’ll also take an early look ahead at the upcoming 2026 legislative
session. Register for the session.   

Did you miss our October session about the One Big Beautiful Bill?
Watch the recording.

Upcoming NH Listens Events

NH Listens, a community engagement initiative of the Center for Engaged Communities at
Carsey, is excited to share its fall line up of programs for our Local Listens series!

Lunch Box Series
Mark your calendars for the first Wednesday of
each month and join us for a ‘bite-sized’
conversation about practical facilitation skills.
Bring along your favorite snack or beverage and
engage in enriching discussions.

Responding to Conflict in Public Facilitation
November 5

12:00 – 12:45 PM
Online

Register

Facilitation Trainings
Join our Basic or Advanced Facilitator Training
sessions! Whether you’re new to facilitation or
are a seasoned practitioner, we provide the
space for people to learn and grow together.
We’ll be hosting trainings both online and in-
person, so you can choose the format that suits
you best.

Advanced Facilitator Training
November 12

12:00 – 2:30 PM
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Recruiting a Mix of Perspectives
December 3

12:00 – 12:45 PM
Online

Register

Online
Register

Recent Publications

Factors Contributing to the Demographic Cliff: More U.S. Women of Childbearing Age, but
Fewer Have Given Birth
Kenneth Johnson

Can the Government Control Hurricanes? New Survey Results on Conspiracies and Science
Lawrence Hamilton

Clean Energy as Economic Development: An Analysis of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction
Fund
Megan Mahajan and Eric Hangen

View All Recent Publications

Research in the Works

Kristin Smith will report on the Voluntary Paid Family and Medical Leave Program in New
Hampshire.
Carrie Portrie, Harshita Sarup, and Mikayla Townsend will provide an update on civic health in
New Hampshire.
Elliot Ng will discuss youth perspectives on New Hampshire as a place to live, learn, and work
after high school.

Carsey in the News

Music Hall leaders face community, answer some of the tough questions
NH Listens in Foster's Daily Democrat

Music Hall to host listening sessions for 'healing' after canceling Lovering event
NH Listens in Seacoast Online

Mayor McEachern: This is how Music Hall can rebuild trust in Portsmouth
NH Listens in Foster's Daily Democrat

5.7 Million More U.S. Women Than Expected Were Childless in 2024
Kenneth Johnson in Rheumatology Advisor

Check out the Carsey School on UNH Today for more Carsey-related news articles and event
announcements.

Interested in a Public Service Grad Degree or Know Someone Who Might Be?

Check out our innovative degrees (Master in Community Development, Master of Public
Administration, Master in Public Policy, and Master of Global Conflict and Human Security)
that prepare students to have a greater impact in the world! Learn to analyze societal problems,

manage on-the-ground projects, and develop leadership and communications skills imperative for
making sustainable change happen in your community.

Learn More
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