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Existing Funding Resources Analysis  

A Resource to Inform the Engagement and Development of New Hampshire’s 
Comprehensive Climate Action Plan 

  

 

This resource was drafted by New Hampshire Listens to share the analyses used to support the En-
gagement Processes that in turn support the development of the Comprehensive Climate Action 
Plan (CCAP), a deliverable for the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)’s Climate Pollution 
Reduction Grant (CPRG) program.  
 
Disclaimer: The content shared here is based on analysis of existing and previously available 
funding sources as of December 2024. Funding availability, eligibility criteria, and program 
guidelines are subject to change. The inclusion of any specific funding resource in this report does 
not indicate endorsement by the New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services (NHDES), 
nor does it reflect what will or will not be included in the final CCAP. For the most current 
information on specific funding opportunities, readers should refer to the official websites of the 
administering agencies or relevant federal and state funding databases. This work is not reflective 
of the views of the NHDES CPRG team, NHDES as an agency, or the EPA CPRG program officer. For 
more information about the Existing Funding Resources Inventory, readers should contact the 
NHDES CPRG team at cprg@des.nh.gov. 

Note about Engagement: The EPA has made clear that meaningful community engagement is 
essential for this climate action planning process and accessing funding for the implementation 
grants that follow (i.e., support for local ideas, policies, and programs to reduce pollution and build 
more equitable and resilient communities). Visit the Climate Pollution Reduction Grants 
webpage for additional information. 

New Hampshire Listens is a civic engagement initiative nestled in the Carsey School of Public 
Policy’s Center for Engaged Communities at the University of New Hampshire (UNH) – 
www.nhlistens.org. If you have any questions about this resource contact: Jo.Field@unh.edu  
and Carrie.Portrie@unh.edu.  

  

http://www.nhlistens.org/
mailto:cprg@des.nh.gov
https://www.epa.gov/inflation-reduction-act/cprg-tools-and-technical-resources-meaningful-engagement-and-low-income-and
https://www.epa.gov/inflation-reduction-act/cprg-tools-and-technical-resources-meaningful-engagement-and-low-income-and
https://www.des.nh.gov/climate-and-sustainability/climate-change/climate-pollution-reduction-grants
https://www.des.nh.gov/climate-and-sustainability/climate-change/climate-pollution-reduction-grants
http://www.nhlistens.org/
mailto:Jo.Field@unh.edu
mailto:Carrie.Portrie@unh.edu
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Background 

Researching existing funding streams for GHG reduction measures is part of the background work 
for developing New Hampshire's Comprehensive Climate Action Plan (CCAP). The EPA’s Climate 
Pollution Reduction Grant Program requires awardees to identify existing funding mechanisms for 
GHG emissions reduction measures. The Existing Funding Resources Inventory is a collection of 
existing or past funding streams that could be applied to projects or programs that would reduce 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions in New Hampshire. 

The purpose of creating this inventory was for the New Hampshire Department of Environmental 
Services (NHDES) to identify potential funding streams that could be used to implement any GHG 
emissions reduction measures included in the New Hampshire Comprehensive Climate Action Plan 
(CCAP). 

This work was completed in December 2024 by the NHDES Climate Pollution Reduction Grant 
(CPRG) team, in partnership with New Hampshire Listens. 

Purpose 

This report summarizes the development, findings, and outcomes of the Existing Funding 
Resources Inventory. The goal of developing this inventory was to document what funding is 
already being or could potentially be leveraged to implement GHG emissions reduction measures 
in and around New Hampshire. This process allowed the NHDES team to gain an understanding of 
the feasibility of implementing potential measures for the CCAP through leveraging existing 
funding.  

Process 

The Existing Funding Resources Inventory was compiled through an iterative process informed by 
stakeholder and community input gathered during public engagement efforts to support the 
development of the New Hampshire CCAP. A variety of funding sources that could support 
potential CCAP measures were identified by stakeholders, community members, and the NHDES 
CPRG team. These resources were documented and organized into the inventory to capture the 
breadth of funding opportunities already known or in use across the state.   

Several mechanisms were used to identify potential funding sources: 

￼ 

The inventory includes a range of funding mechanisms—such as federal and state grant programs, 
non-profit resources, loans, rebates, and other incentives—that surfaced through engagement 
activities or that were identified through follow-up research by the NHDES CPRG team. While the 
inventory provides a helpful overview of available funding opportunities, it does not capture all 
local, private, or smaller-scale resources, which may also be relevant but were harder to identify 
through this process. 

http://www.nhlistens.org/
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Findings 

Existing Funding Mechanisms Outlined in State Policies 

Multiple existing funding sources were identified from state legislation that could possibly be lever-
aged for projects and programs that would reduce GHG emissions, including:  

• A state forest management and protection fund to manage state-owned forests (RSA 227-G) 

• A state energy investment fund to fund energy efficiency or renewable energy projects (RSA 
21-I:19-f) 

• A state renewable energy fund to support NH Department of Energy renewable energy re-
bates and grants (RSA 362-E:10) 

• Community revitalization tax relief incentives to make historic buildings energy efficient (RSA 
79-E) 

• Utility systems benefit charges to fund energy efficiency initiatives such as NHSaves (RSA 
374-F) 

• A residential Weatherization Assistance Program, administered through the NH Department 
of Energy (RSA 362-F:10) 

• A residential bulk fuel-fed wood pellet central heating system rebate program, administered 
through the NH Department of Energy (RSA 362-F:10) 

• A commercial solar incentive program, administered through the NH Department of Energy 
(RSA 362-F:10) 

• A commercial bulk fuel-fed wood pellet central heating system rebate program, adminis-
tered through the NH Department of Energy (RSA 362-F:10) 

• A local option for municipalities to offer property tax exemptions for renewable energy and 
electrical energy storage systems (RSA 72:62) 

• Renewable energy project grant funding for commercial, industrial, public, non-profit, mu-

nicipal, school facilities, or multi-family residences, administered through the NH Depart-

ment of Energy (RSA 362-F:10, XI) 

• A Low-Moderate Income Solar Grant Program for community solar projects in manufactured 

housing and multi-family rental housing, administered through the NH Department of En-

ergy (RSA 362-F:10, X) 

Existing Funding Mechanisms Outlined in Federal Policies 

A total of 318 federal funding opportunities were identified and included in the Existing Funding 
Inventory. Of these, 143 were made available through the Inflation Reduction Act and 158 were 
made available through the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act.  

Outcomes 

The Existing Funding Resources Inventory supported the development of New Hampshire’s 
Comprehensive Climate Action Plan (CCAP) in several ways. 

http://www.nhlistens.org/
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Supporting Cross-Sector Collaboration 
Many of the identified funding sources—though energy-focused—apply across multiple sectors 
such as buildings, transportation, forestry, and waste. This reinforced the need for cross-sector 
collaboration and supported broader conversations among state agencies, municipalities, and 
community partners about shared goals for GHG emissions reductions. 

Understanding Implementation Feasibility 

The inventory helped the NHDES CPRG team assess the feasibility of implementing any potential 
CCAP measures by identifying where existing funding could be leveraged or expanded, and where 
new funding is needed. 

Providing Practical Resources 

The inventory was made publicly available through the NHDES website as a resource to inform a 

series of monthly, sector-specific Technical Input Sessions (January to May 2025). Beyond the 

CCAP planning process, this inventory offers a reference for Technical Input Session participants 

and their organizations and communities to explore funding options for potential projects and 

programs. 

Resources 

For additional resources and to learn more about the CCAP engagement process, visit the New 
Hampshire Listens CCAP Engagement Webpage. 

Federal Agency Funding Resources 

Agency Resource Link 

U.S. Department of 
Agriculture 

Natural Resources Conservation 
Service 

Programs & Initiatives Website 

Forest Service Managing the Land Website 

Rural Development Energy Programs Website 

U.S. Department of 
Energy 

Consumer Savings Energy Savings Hub Website 

Loan Programs Office Website Link  

Weatherization Assistance Program Website Link 

Grid Deployment Office Federal Financing Tools website 

U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency 

Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund Website Link 

Inflation Reduction Act Website Link 

Superfund Program Website Link 

Federal Emergency 
Management Agency 

Hazard Mitigation Assistance Grants Website Link 

  

http://www.nhlistens.org/
https://carsey.unh.edu/new-hampshire-listens/engage-ccap-process%20https:/carsey.unh.edu/new-hampshire-listens/engage-ccap-process
https://carsey.unh.edu/new-hampshire-listens/engage-ccap-process%20https:/carsey.unh.edu/new-hampshire-listens/engage-ccap-process
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives
https://www.fs.usda.gov/managing-land
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/energy-programs
https://www.energy.gov/save
https://www.energy.gov/lpo/loan-programs-office
https://www.energy.gov/scep/wap/weatherization-assistance-program
https://www.energy.gov/gdo/federal-financing-tools
https://www.epa.gov/greenhouse-gas-reduction-fund
https://www.epa.gov/inflation-reduction-act
https://www.epa.gov/superfund
https://www.fema.gov/grants/mitigation
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State Government and Non-Governmental Organizations Funding Resources 

Title Link 

NH Department of Energy - Weatherization Assistance Program Link 

NH Department of Energy - Residential Bulk-Fed Wood-Pellet Central Boilers and 
Furnace Rebate Program 

Link 

NH Department of Energy - Commercial & Industrial Solar Incentive Program Link 

NH Department of Energy - Commercial & Industrial Bulk Fuel-Fed Wood Pellet Central 
Heating System 

Link 

Local Option - Property Tax Exemption for Renewable Energy and Electrical Energy 
Storage 

Link 

NH Business Finance Authority - Business Energy Loans Link 

Unitil - Residential Energy Efficiency Programs Link 

Unitil - Commercial and Industrial Energy Efficiency Programs Link 

Liberty Utilities - Residential Energy Efficiency Rebate Programs Link 

Liberty Utilities - Commercial Energy Efficiency Rebate Programs Link 

Liberty Utilities - Commercial, Industrial, and Municipal Natural Gas Rebates Link 

NH Electric Cooperative - Residential Energy Efficiency Rebate Programs Link 

NH Electric Cooperative - Commercial and Municipal Retrofit Energy Efficiency Program Link 

NH Electric Cooperative - Commercial and Municipal New Equipment and Construction Link 

Property-Assessed Clean Energy Financing - Energy Efficiency & Clean Energy Districts Link 

Eversource - Commercial New Construction Energy Efficiency Rebate Program Link 

Unitil - Commercial and Industrial Energy Efficiency Programs – Natural Gas Link 

Unitil - Residential Energy Efficiency Program – Natural Gas Link 

NH Department of Energy - Renewable Energy Fund Non-Residential Sector Competitive 
Grants 

Link 

NH Electric Cooperative - Residential Electric Vehicle Rebates Link 

NH Department of Energy - Low-Moderate Income Solar Renewable Energy Grant Link 

NH Department of Environmental Services - NH State Clean Diesel Program Link 

Volkswagen Mitigation Trust - Granite State Clean Fleets Grant Program  Link 

Eversource - Home Battery Storage Rebate Link 

National Energy Improvement Fund - New Hampshire Residential Clean Energy Loan Link 

NH Department of Transportation - National Electric Vehicle Infrastructure (NEVI) 
Formula Grant Program 

Link 

NH Community Development Finance Authority - Community Facilities Energy 
Assessment Program 

Link 

NH Community Development Finance Authority - Clean Energy Fund Link 

NH Community Development Finance Authority - Small Business Energy Audit Fund Link 

 

http://www.nhlistens.org/
https://www.energy.nh.gov/consumers/help-energy-and-utility-bills/assistance-programs-eligibility
https://www.energy.nh.gov/renewable-energy/renewable-energy-rebates/residential-bulk-fed-wood-pellet-central-boilers-program
https://www.energy.nh.gov/renewable-energy/renewable-energy-rebates/commercial-industrial-solar-incentive-program
https://www.energy.nh.gov/renewable-energy/renewable-energy-rebates/commercial-industrial-bulk-fuel-fed-wood-pellet-central-heating
https://gc.nh.gov/rsa/html/V/72/72-61.htm
https://nhbfa.com/loans/business-energy-loans/
https://www.unitil.com/ways-to-save/rebates-incentives
https://www.unitil.com/ways-to-save/rebates-incentives
https://new-hampshire.libertyutilities.com/acworth/residential/smart-energy-use/electric/index.html
https://new-hampshire.libertyutilities.com/acworth/commercial/smart-energy-use/electric/electric-programs.html
https://new-hampshire.libertyutilities.com/allenstown/commercial/smart-energy-use/natural-gas/natural-gas-programs.html
https://www.nhec.com/residential-savings-programs/
https://www.nhec.com/commercial-savings-programs/
https://www.nhec.com/new-equipment-construction/
https://programs.dsireusa.org/system/program/detail/4252/local-option-energy-efficiency-clean-energy-districts
https://www.eversource.com/content/business/save-money-energy/equipment-rebates-discounts
https://www.unitil.com/for-businesses/savings-for-business
https://unitil.com/ways-to-save/rebates-incentives
https://www.energy.nh.gov/renewable-energy/renewable-energy-rebates/non-residential-sector-competitive-grants-program
https://www.nhec.com/electric-vehicle-charging/
https://www.energy.nh.gov/renewable-energy/renewable-energy-rebates/low-moderate-income-solar-grant-program
https://www.des.nh.gov/business-and-community/loans-and-grants/dera
https://www.des.nh.gov/business-and-community/loans-and-grants/volkswagen-mitigation-trust
https://www.eversource.com/content/residential/save-money-energy/energy-efficiency-programs/demand-response/battery-storage-demand-response/nh
https://www.neifund.org/nh-residential-clean-energy/
https://www.dot.nh.gov/projects-plans-and-programs/ev-charging-infrastructure
https://resources.nhcdfa.org/programs/community-facilities-energy-assessment-program/
https://resources.nhcdfa.org/programs/clean-energy-fund/
https://resources.nhcdfa.org/programs/small-business-energy-audit-fund/
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