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What are some of the biggest ongoing 
challenges in the state’s early care and 
education sector?

How can growing New Hampshire’s ECE 
data and research infrastructure help?

What is the New Hampshire Early Care and 
Education Research Consortium?



Child care is not funded as a public 
good, like K-12 schools.

Most NH households with kids under 5 
use child care (71%).

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Household Pulse Survey, Weeks 53-57; Child Care 
Aware of America, 2024

Child care costs for a NH family with an infant 
and preschooler reached $31,868 in 2023.

Families 
pay too 
much.



Although families pay so much…

Intensive staffing needs mean tuition is 
spread across multiple workers.

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Occupational Employment & Wages, May 2023

In 2023, the average annual salary for a 
NH child care worker was $32,310.

Providers 
earn too 

little.



The difficult business model means…

Child care often 
can’t offer 

flexibility that 
families need.

Child care 
costs are high 

and rising.

Our already-
inadequate 
child care 
supply is 
shrinking.



Where does this leave New Hampshire?



Legislative supports 
have emerged. For 
example…

• Effective in 2025:
• Expanded scholarship eligibility 

for child care professionals

• Effective in 2024:
• Expanded scholarship eligibility 

for families
• Reduction in family cost-share
• Increased reimbursement rates to 

providers



Our ability to track 
and monitor 
resulting changes 
is nascent.

• Data infrastructure hasn’t 
historically been a key 
investment

• Presented a challenge during 
COVID & foreshadows  
subsequent efforts to measure 
policy impact

• Good time to strengthen our 
collective research 
infrastructure!



What is the status of the state’s research 
and data infrastructure?



Historically, multiple institutions have produced 
research on the state’s early care and education sector.

The work has often been produced in distinct spheres 
without intentional coordination.



NH Dept. of Health 
and Human Services

Advocates

Child Care 
Providers

K-12 SchoolsNH Dept. of 
Education

State Legislators

Parents

Multiple stakeholders need data but lack a clear, 
central resource.

Media

At the state In policy spheres“On the ground”



Infrastructure to coordinate and grow capacity is necessary.

For research institutions
• Has somebody already studied 

this?
• What important questions 

aren’t being studied by 
anyone?

• What resources can we share 
to accomplish more together?

For stakeholders
• Where do I find answers to my 

policy questions?
• Who can I ask for technical 

assistance?
• What’s working so far?
• What policy agenda should we 

be working toward?



In late 2023, the 
Couch Family 
Foundation funded 
the Carsey School to 
stand up a statewide 
ECE Research 
Consortium.



Identify, synthesize, & 
disseminate existing research

Set research agenda 
collaboratively

Create & refine infrastructure 
for disseminating research

Grow and scale collaboration & 
capacity to support the state

Address immediate 
research gapsWhat are the 

Consortium’s 
initial activities?

Feedback 
from other 
stakeholders



www.nhece.org
Repository of NH ECE data
• Building a centralized location for 

easy data access

Research publications
• Granite Guide to Early Childhood

• Additional pubs from Carsey and 
other NH ECE partners

• Opportunities to collaborate

Stakeholder connections
• Bringing researchers into the fold to 

contribute and shape ECE agenda



Granite Guide to Early Childhood
A new series of primers summarizing evidence across key areas of 
New Hampshire's early childhood care and education (ECE) sector





Example Partnership: NH Fiscal Policy Institute & Carsey School

Release Activity Partner Topic Area

Spring 2024 Blog NHFPI Annual Price of Child Care for Families

Summer 2024 Video explainer NHFPI A Healthy Child Care Industry Helps All 
Granite Staters

Summer 2024 Primer Carsey What Do New Hampshire Families Want 
for Child Care?

Summer 2024 Blog NHFPI Child Care Scholarship Usage Increased 
Over 21 Percent in First Half of 2024

Fall 2024 Brief Carsey Availability of Preschool in NH Public 
Schools 

Development of an 18-month ECE research agenda, including a 
shared framework, goals, and a coordinated timeline 

Examples 
from the 
timeline:



References & Resources
NH ECE Research 
Consortium

Contact us

Jess Carson 
(jess.carson@unh.edu)
Evan England 
(evan.england@unh.edu)

Website

www.nhece.org

Partner Resources
NHFPI Website 
https://nhfpi.org/

NHFPI Video Explainer on Child Care 
https://nhfpi.org/blog/explainer-a-healthy-child-care-
industry-helps-all-granite-staters/

NH Preschool Development Grant
https://chhs.unh.edu/early-childhood/preschool-
development-grant 

The NH ECE Research Consortium is generously 
funded by The Couch Family Foundation 

Upcoming presentation: 10/2/24

https://www.couchfoundation.org/priorities 

Rochester Child Care Center
https://www.rochesterchildcare.org/news-
events/calling-all-advocates-for-child-care 
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